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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 

hereby withdrawn. 

Specification 

2 . Theabstractofthedisclosureisobjectedtobecauseitshouldbeon^ 
Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). J 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3 The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

Object matter which the applicant regards as h,s mvent.on. 

4 ciaimsl,3,543,18^ 

applicant regards as the invention. 

The terms "soft" (claim 1). "hard" (claim 1) and "concavo-convex" (Cairn 3) are relative 

terms whichrenderthe claims indefinite. The te^ 
notdefmedbytheclaimMhespeciftcationdoesnotprovidea 

scope of the invention. Clarification is requested. 

, • » • i w « i ? 1 8 and 19 are a relative terms which 
The terms "thin" and "non-thin" in claims 5-12, 18 ana 

. . • • a finite The terms "thin" and "non-thin" are not defined by the claims, the 
render the claims indefinite, inetermb mm oi 
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specification does rt^*^**^*^*^**"** 

ordinary skill in the art wouldnot be reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. 

Clarification is requested. 

The recWions-asurfaceofaperipheryofthe cover body hasastep portion backing .0 

,he rear surface of .he cover body and facing «o .he edge of the opening portion of .he main 
body" (claim 5), "can be" (claim 8), -shape of one transversa, >i„e" (claims 6-10), "shape of one 
longitudina. toe" (claims 8, 10 and 11), "mechanically connected" (claim 13), and «a genera, 
por.ionvAich.sapor.ionexcep.forflted.inwai.por.ionoffte cover body" (claim 18) are 

deemed vague and indefinite. Clarification is requested. 

Claim Rejections - 35 VSC §102 
5. The foiiowing is » quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 .ha. form .he 
basis for the rejections under mis section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Ac, of 1999 

was no. (1 ) fled on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily published under 35 U.S.C. 
.22(b). Therefore,«hisapplica«io»isexaminedu„der35U.S.C.102(e,prior.o«he amendment 

bytheAIPA(pre-AlPA35U.S.C. 102(e)). 
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6. Claims 1, 3, 5, 12, 13 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 

Nakashimaetal. (6,299,198). 

Nakashima et al. discloses a panel for an airbag of an automobile formed by integrally 
two-color molding a cover body made of a soft synthetic resin with a main body made of another 
hard synthetic resin (see col. 2, lines 16-18), the panel comprising a joint portion (Fig. 3, #7c) 
joined with the cover body (Fig. 3, #1) provided around an opening portion (Fig. 3, # 3a) formed 
in the main body (Fig. 3,#5a), wherein thejoint portion (Fig. 3, #7c) constitutes an overlapping 
pomon (Fig. 3, #4) which an outer peripheral edge (Fig. 3, #4d) of the cover body is overlapped 
as being arranged on the inner side of an opening edge (Fig. 3, #3b) of the main body and the 
overlapping portion is welded together in two-color molding the main body with the cover body. 
Regarding claim 3, note concavo-convex portion (Fig. 3, #5c) formed on a lower face of the 
main body in the overlapping portion. Regarding claim 5, note a groove portion (Fig. 3, #4e; 
also see col. 4, lines 63-67) having a closed curve shape, a thin wall portion (Fig. 1, #4c; also see 
col. 1, lines 39-42) and inherently a non-thin wall portion formed along the groove portion. 
Regarding claim 12, a rib (Fig. 3, #4f; also see col. 2, line 61) is projected in the non-thin wall 
portion and connected to the airbag case through a connecting member (Fig. 3, #5b). Regarding 
claim 13, the opening edge of the opening portion of the main body is mechanically connected 
(see col. 3, lines 1-13) to the outer peripheral edge of the cover body. Regarding claim 19, a rib 
(Fig. 3, #4f; also see col. 2, lines 60-62) is projected in the cover body on the rear face of a 
portion in which no thin wall portion is formed; and wherein a connecting member (Fig. 3, #9) 
made of a metal (see col. 3, lines 42-46) and extending from a side of the main body (Fig. 3, #5a) 
is connected to the rib, and a projection (Fig. 3, #la) is formed on a surface of this connecting 
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m ember ar,d is tttt in.o a surface of the rib when fte coding men,*, is connected .0 the 

rib. 

In regards todaims !, process HmWom are given li«l= or no pa.cn* weigh,. The 
me ,hod of forming .he product is no. germaneto .he issue of patentability of .he produc. Use., 
Further, when die prior art discioses a produc. which reasonably appears «„ be ei.her identical 
with or on,y slightly differen. .han a prcduct claim in a produc-by-process Caim, fte burden is 
on fteAppiican..oprescn.evidc»cefron,which.he Examiner couid reason* conciudc ft, 
ftec.a i medprc.uc.diffe, S in.andfrom to seofftcprio,ar t ./n re ^,45 9 F.2d 5 3M73 

USPQ 685 (CCPA ,972); In re ~ 489 F.2d 742, 180 USPQ 324 (CCPA .974, This 
burden is NOT discharged soieiy because fte produc, was derived from a process no. known .0 
fte prior art A n , 489 F.2d 742, 180 USPQ 324 (CCPA 1974). 

Furthermore, fte d— ion of payability for a product-byprocess claim is based 
on the produc. ..self and „„. on fte meftod of production, .f fte product in fte produc.-by- 
processed isfte same or obvious from a produc, of fte prior art, fte Caim is unpawn* 
even,hou 8 hftepri„rproduc,wasmadebyadifferen,proces, fcre r^,227 U SPQ94 6 , 

,66 (Fed. Ci, 1 985) and MPEP §2, 13. In ftis case, ,he iimita,ions of data 1 is a meftoO of 
production, i.e. .wo-colo, molding, and therefore does no. determine fte patentability of the 

product itself. 

7. Claim !8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(c) as being a„.iciap.ed by Nakashima e. al. 
(6,299,198). 
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Nakashimaetal.disclosesapanel to, an airbag formed by integral,, molding a cover 
body made of a synthetic resin with a mam tody made of another synthetic resin (s«e col. 2, lines 

when t heanbagisopera t ed:wherein*emai„Wy(Fi,3,#5a,a n d t hecoverbod y (H,3,# 1 ) 

a re i nt e^ym„,dedbyone.o,ormo 1 ding(seeco l .2, li nes 1W 9);whe,e i nacrac k pr=ven.ing 
,ayer(Fi,3,#3b ; a,soseeco,. 2 ,lines4045)ispr„videdo»arears*eofa g e n era,por»on 

(Fig. 3, #3a> which is a portion except for the thin wall portion of the cover body; and where.n 
the crack preventing layer prevents cracks of the general portion. 

,„ regards to Cam, .8, process limitations arc given little or no patentable weigh,. The 

the clarmedproductdiffcrsinkindfromthoscofme priori / nre ^,459F.2d531,.73 
USPQ 6S5 (CCPA .972), » re ft—, «9 F.2d 742, .80 USPQ 324 (CCPA 1974). This 
Wen is NOT discharged sole,, because the product was derived from a process no, known ,0 
,he prior art. In re Fessnan, 489 F.2d 742, ,80 USPQ 324 (CCPA ,974). 

Furthermore, the determination of patentability for aproduct-by-process claim is based 
outheproduc, ..self and »„.o„.heme«of production. Me product in the product-by- 

even though the prior product was made by a different process. In re Thorpe, 227 USPQ 946, 
966(IM.Cir.l9«S)-dMPEP52113. Inlte.^ th-U-i-«o««r«**- » to "™ ,hod '* 
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production, i.e. one-color molding, and therefore does not determine the patentability of the 
product itself. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

„ . . w;~„ n fisTi<;r 103 (a) which forms the basis for all 

8. The following is a quotation ol 3 5 U .fc.u i w> w wluv - 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

section 102 of this title, if the differences between ^-Jj^^c the invention was made to a person 

manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claim, 6-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nakashima 
et al. (6,299,198). 

Nakashima e, al. discloses a panel for an airbag of an automobile formed by integrally 
t wo-colormoldingac„ver bod, madeofasof, synthetic resin with a main bod, madeofanother 
hard synthetic resin (see col. 2, lines 16-18), the panel comprising a join, portion (Fig. 3, #7c) 
joined with the cover body (Fig. 3, #1) provided around an opening portion (Fig. 3, # 3a) formed 
in the main body (Fig. 3, #5a), a groove portion having a closed curve shape (Fig. 3, #4e; also 
see col. 4, lines 63-67), a thin wall porta (Fig. 1 , #4c) and inherently a non-thin wall pordon. 

shapes i.e. aquadrilateral, two quadrilaterals, one transversal line, one longitudinal line or H- 

shaped. 

Normally, it is to be expected that a change in shape of the thin and non-thin wall 
suchas shape may impart patentability to a product if ^particular shape claimed producesa 
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new and unexpected result which is different in kind and not merely in degree from the results of 
the prior art. In re Dailey et al, 149 USPQ 47 CCPA 1966. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to change the shape of the thin and non-thin wall portions noted in Nakashima et al. to 
a longitudinal line, a transversal line, a quadrilateral, two quadrilaterals or an H-shape. One 
skilled in the artwouldha^ 

ithas been held that thechange in form or shapeofthe thin and non-thin wall portion would be 
an unpatentable modification absence of showing unexpected results. 

10. Claims 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable overNakashima 
et al. (6,299,198) in view of Dominique et al. (6,158,763). 

Nakashima et al. discloses a panel for an airbag of an automobile including a cover body 
(Fig. 3, #1) comprising a synthetic resin material; a main body (Fig. 3, #5a) comprising a 
syntheticresin material, formed by two-color molding after formingthecoverbody (seecol. 2, 
lines 17-20); and the main body comprises an opening portion (Fig. 3, #3a) which is closed by 
the cover body. However, Nakashima et al. fails to disclose a deformation restricting portion 
constituted of a convex strip having an angular cross section or a concave groove. Dominique et 
al. teaches that it is well known in the art to have a deformation restricting portion (Fig. 1 , #36) 
constituted of a convex strip having an angular cross section or concave groove (Fig. 1, #32) for 
the purpose of restricting deformation of the cover body of the airbag panel. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
applicant's invention was made to have provided a deformation restricting portion constituted of 
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a convex strip having an angular cross section or a concave groove as suggested by Dominique e. 
a,, in the airbag panel as taught by Natashima e« al. in order ,o res*, deformation of the cover 

body of the airbag panel. 

,n regards to Cairns 14-17, process limitations are given little or no patentable weight. 
The method of formmg the product is no. germane to the issue of patentability of the product 
itself. Further, when the prior art discloses a product which reasonably appears to be either 

burden is on the Applicant to present evidence from which the Examiner could reasonably 
conclude ma, .he claimed product differs in kind from tee of .he prior art In re Brovn, 459 
F.2d 531, 173 USPQ 685 (CCPA 1972); In re Fessnan, 489 F.2d 742, 180 USPQ 324 (CCPA 
,974). This burden is N2I discharged solely because the produc. was derived from a process 
no. xnowr, .0 .he prior art. In re « 489 F.2d 742, 180 TJSPQ 324 (CCPA .974). 

Furthermore, me de.ermina.ion of patentability for a product-by-process claim is based 
onthe produc. itself and no, o„.heme^of production. If me produc. i».heproduct-by- 

process claim is ,he same or obvious from a produc, of the prior art, the claim is unpatentable 
even though me prior produc. was made by a differen, process. In re Thorpe, 227 USPQ 946, 
966 (Fed. Cir. 1985) and MPEP §21 13. In mis case, ,he limitations of claims 14-17 are a 
method of production, i.e. two-color molding, and .herefore do no, de,ermine .he pa.en.abih., of 

the product itself. 

, , . data 20 is rejecled under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpayable over Nakashhna e. al. 

(6,299,198) in view of Matsumoto et al. (6,328,924). 
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Nakashima e, at. discloses a panel for . airbag of an automobile formed by integrally 
motdingaeover body (Fig.3,#l)madeofasynthe<ic resin withamain body (Fig. 3, *5a) made 

pane, comprising: preparing a thermoplastic materia, (see col. 2, lines 32-35), arranging a 
movabre cor. in a ma.e or fema.e die (see co.. 2, .ines 26-37), and injecting a materia, (see co.. 2, 
,i„es 33-35). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have produced the 
panelofNakashimae.al.accoriing.omemethodasdisc.osedbyM—oe.al.inorderto 

form an integrally molded cover body. The steps of interrupting a portion, forming a 
communicating portion, and forming an overlapping portion are steps that would be inherent in 

the above combination of references. 

Conclusion 

, 2 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The patents are cited for further teachings of panels for an airbag similar to that 

instantly disclosed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Catherine Simone whose telephone number is (703) 605-4297. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Harold Pyon can be reached on (703) 308-4251. The ftx phone numbers for the 
organs where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9310 for regular 
communications and (703) 872-93 1 1 for After Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661 . 



(JterineSimone ^HAROLD PYOfl 

Examiner mmtmN**** J 

Art Unit 1772 // 
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